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5 JANUARY 1835 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on Monday the 5th day of January 1835 

Present 

His Excellency Sir James Stirling Governor and Commander in Chief 

The Honorables  

Peter Brown Esquire Colonial Secretary 

J.S. Roe Esquire Surveyor General 

Richard Daniell Esquire Senior Officer of His Majesty’s Land Forces 

G.F. Moore Esquire Advocate General 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment.  His Excellency the Governor in the Chair 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The orders of the day having been read 

1. THE GOVERNOR stated that he had called the Members together on the present Occasion for the 

purpose of bringing under their Notice the Financial condition of the Settlement.  With this 

view he had caused to be prepared the Returns now laid upon the Table of the Receipts & 

Disbursements of the Commissioners Chest for the whole of the Year 1834. 

 In order to afford a clear view of the Transactions referred to in these Accounts it was necessary to state 

that prior to the first of October the Civil & Military Expenses were indiscriminately entered in 

one Account Current & mixed together in such a manner as to render an exact classification of 

them at once unavailing and impracticable. 

Since the Commencement of the last Quarter a more simple mode had been adopted as wod appear in 

references to the Return of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Colonial Chest for the latter 

portion of the Year and there was reason to hope from the Arrangements made in this Report 

as well as for an early and punctual Conclusion of the Colonial Accounts that in future they 

would be found to convey the requisite information in a distinct & precise Form. 

In addition to the Documents referred to His Excellency had also to lay upon the Table an Estimate 

which he transmitted September last to His Majesty’s Government for the purpose of being 

laid before Parliament that Estimate included such Officers & Services as had been heretofore 
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provided for by Parliamentary Grants, and might therefore be deemed the fixed Establishment 

for the Civil Service in the Colony. 

In Submitting to the Members the above mentioned Documents it was to be observed that it could not 

be necessary to adopt any proceedings in regard to them on the Part of the Legislative 

Assembly, they were presented for the purpose of instructing the Members on Points of 

general Importance to the welfare of the Settlement but the Military Expenditure and also that 

Portion of the Civil Expenditure which was borne by the Imperial Treasury was not subject to 

any other interference or [illegible] except such as might be conceded to the Government of 

the Colony through His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY further stated that he had to call the attention of the Members to other Documents.  

The first of which was a Copy of a Despatch addressed to him on the 4th of March 1832 by His 

Majesty's Secretary of State and which he now moved should be read by the Clerk of the 

Table. 

 The Clerk having read the Document alluded to. 

 THE GOVERNOR resumed and stated that by the Despatch just now communicated to the Council the 

Members would perceive the nature of the Charge which was imposed on them in respect of 

the Council Expenditure as far as the same was chargeable in the Colonial Fund. 

 Pursuant to these Instructions he has prepared and now presented an Estimate of Services chargeable on 

the Colony for the financial year which commences on the 1st of April next together with an 

Estimate of the ways and means by which those services were proposed to be provided for.  It 

wod be for the Members to consider and advise him upon these several Points and he had no 

doubt that they would carefully and judiciously scrutinise the Propositions now laid before 

them in such a manner as becomes those who are invested with the Interests of the 

Community.  A subject which demanded so much attention should not be brought to a hasty 

Decision, and it was therefore his intention to leave these several Papers on the Table for the 

Present.  On the next Meeting of the Legislative Council he proposed to move for a Committee 

to take these Estimates into consideration and to submit the Draft of an Ordinance 

confirmatory of the proposed Arrangements.  In the mean time he proposed that the Clerk be 

directed to embody in the Standing Rules and Regulations of the Council the Instructions 

contained in the aforesaid Despatch and that the same be submitted for the approval of the 

Council at the next sitting. 

 THE GOVERNOR having concluded 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL moved that the Clerk be directed to prepare copies of the Estimates of 

Expenditure and ways & means as also Copies of the Despatches for each of the Members 

individually which was agreed. 

2. THE GOVERNOR stated that on each day of February he intended the Council to meet for the 

consideration of the subject now introduced.   

Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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24 MARCH 1835 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 24th March 1835 

Present 

His Excellency Sir James Stirling Governor and Commander in Chief 

The Honorable Richard Daniell Esquire Senior Officer of the Land Forces 

The Honorable Peter Brown Esquire Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable J.S. Roe Esquire Surveyor General 

The Honorable G.F. Moore Esquire Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR moved that the additional Rules proposed at the last Meeting be added to the 

Standing Rules and Orders should be read and approved 

 Seconded by the Honble J S Roe & passed. 

2. THE GOVERNOR then addressed the Council as follows 

Gentlemen 

In moving for a Committee for the purpose of submitting to your consideration the Estimates 

for the ensuing year it becomes my duty on this the first occasion of the kind to lay before you 

an explanatory statement in regard to the Financial System of the Colony, and also to offer 

some remarks on the subject of that charge which His Majesty has been pleased to impose on 

you in reference to the Colonial Reserve. 

 In the earlier period of the Settlement the public Expenditure was necessarily provided for by 

the Funds drawn from the Imperial Treasury and appropriated under its authority, the Funds 

required for the support of the Military and Commissariat Department in all their Branches, 

continued to be supplied from the same source, and it has been hitherto the practice on the part 

of His Majesty’s Government to apply to Parliament for the means of maintaining a certain 

portion of our Civil Establishment.  How long it may consist with views of general Policy to 

pursue this practice it is impossible to foresee, but it is obvious that its continuation will not 

extend beyond that period when the Colony shall be deemed capable of maintaining its own 

institutions.  Looking the early cessation of the rare indulgence which this Colony enjoys in 

this respect His Majesty’s Government has thought proper in the meanwhile to impose on the 
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Colonists the charge of providing for all those civil services which may be found requisite and 

for which no provision may have been made by Parliamentary Grants.   

 The name of the offices and Services to be maintained by the Colony, together with the 

provision of means for their supports are left however in a great measure to the Direction of 

the Local Legislature. 

 It will be competent for that Body to enter fully into the Question of Expenditure in regard to 

every Item contained in the Estimate submitted by the Governor for its consideration and to 

determine how far the existence of any of the proposed offices be compatible with the State of 

the Revenue and consistent with the most judicious Appropriation of the Colonial Resources. 

 Having thus adverted to the Distinction between that portion of the Public Expenditure which 

is subject to the Revision of the Council and the portion which is at present borne by the 

Imperial Treasury, I have now to call your notice to the following points. 

 The payments which have hitherto been made into the Colonial Chest comprehend all Receipts 

on Account of the regular Revenue, arising from Duties, Fees, Fines and forfeitures. 

 In addition to these items, other payments have been made into the Colonial Chest from the 

following sources viz. 

 The Sale of Lands, and of stores no longer required, and the amount of Debts recovered from 

Individuals.   

 Taken collectively these constitute that portion of the Reserve which is casual in its nature, and 

owing its origin to certain Droit of the Crown it is not necessarily subject to the control of the 

Local Authorities.   

 With the view however of conferring a benefit on the Colony His Majesty’s Government has 

been pleased to sanction its appropriation for the present to Colonial uses and it found in 

consequence one of the chief supporters of the Colonial Funds out of which the current 

Expenditure is to be maintained. 

 There is a point connected with the subject of the Colonial Chests to which it is most necessary 

for me to advert.   

 In assigning to the Colony the various sums due to the Crown on the part of individuals His 

Majesty’s Government required in the first instance that Repayment should be made out of 

them to the Commissariat Department of any sums disbursed by it on account of Civil Service 

not provided for by Parliament subsequent to the 31st of March 1832.  Since that concession 

was made the amount of Debts has been increased from £6063.2.8¼ to £14,297.11.0/4 and the 

overpayments by the Commissariat have been extended to an Amount as much in Degree 

greater than His Majesty’s Government contemplates as the Debts have exceeded the notion 

then formed.   

 In consequence of this it has been found requisite to refer the Question to the Secretary of State 

to determine what portion of the overdraft on the Imperial Treasury shall be debited and what 

portion of the recovered Debts shall be credited to the Colonial Fund and until a Reply be 

received to that communication the amounts of the Balance eventually to accrue to the 

Colonial Fund on account of these Debts cannot be fixed. 
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 I come now to the consideration of the Estimates which I propose to lay before the Committee. 

 In that which comprises the Estimate formed of the available ways and means for the ensuing 

year the Committee will perceive the Balance which it is expected will remain in the Hands of 

the Treasurer and Collector on the 1st [illegible] will amount to £1810.00 

 To this if there be added the Sum of £2954.10.6 which it is expected the regular Revenue will 

yield and £1,700 which may be expected to accrue from the casual Revenue these will appear 

to be available in the Colonial Fund for the service of the approaching year the sum of 

£6464.10.6.   

 In the estimate of the proposed Expenditure I have included only those Offices which are 

indispensable and which have been hitherto approved by His Majesty’s Government.   

 The Total Amount which these may be calculated to cost is £4860. — and it is necessary to 

remark that the contemplated outlay has been limited to this moderate amount for the purpose 

of enabling me to have in the Colonial Chest at the close of the year the sum of £1604.10.6 

which it is in every respect desirable to reserve because that until the question of the Debt be 

determined it will be requisite to contemplate the possibility of being called upon for the 

Amount of all those which may have been recovered.   

 Desirous as I am to afford all the information in my Power to the Members of the Committee 

on the subject of the Estimates I shall refrain notwithstanding from the occupation of their 

notice at the present time in reference to the Details of the proposed Expenditure.   

 The greater part of the offices therein included are already in existence and it will be for the 

Members to form and state their several opinions on the eligibility of maintaining or modifying 

them.   

 There is an Error however which must be guarded against and that is the notion of supporting 

that if any of the Services included in the Colonial Estimates be left unprovided for their 

performance will be transferred to other Departments not included in this Estimate.   

 The duties of the several Branches of Service supported by Parliament are already defined nor 

can they be extended to embrace other points which it is the business of the Colonists either to 

attain by the application of their own means or to dispense entirely with their accomplishment.   

 This Remark applies more particularly to the Establishment of the Mounted Police, the 

formation of Roads, the extension of Surveys and the provision for Destitute Persons.   

 If it be considered that any of these charges can be saved without detriment to the Community 

it will be your duty to suggest their abolition that I am persuaded notwithstanding your desire 

to economize the Public Means.  You will use every degree of caution in voting for the 

extinction of those Institutions which exceed in Benefit the Cost of their support.   

 I conclude by referring to the Rules which you have this day adopted as to the mode of 

proceeding in respect of Annual and Supplementary Estimates, and I move that the two Papers 

now laid on the Table containing those for the ensuing year be referred to a Sub Committee 

consisting of all the Members of Council with the exception of myself.   
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 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL then rose and seconded the Motion of the Governor and said 

Before the Council shall have been resolved into a Committee I wish to make a few 

observations.   

 Upon this first occasion of a Public exposition of the Ways and Means of Expenditure of the 

Colony I trust I shall not be considered to transgress those limits assigned to us if in rising to 

record my admiration of the clear and masterly elucidation which has been given to us of our 

relative position with the Mother Country and our financial situation and the nature of the 

duties expected from us I take the opportunity of expressing as one of the Public my 

satisfaction at the candid & undisguised manner in which these Estimates are laid open to their 

view.   

 This the foundation of a new System, it is the commencement of a new era, it is no less than 

the establishment among us of an essential part of that form of Government which has so ably 

tended to the advancement the prosperity and the security of our Mother Country and which 

therefore promises to us similar advantages and equal durability. 

 I trust we may now congratulate ourselves not alone as Members of this Colonial Council but 

as Members of the general Colonial Community on the stability and solidity of the foundation 

which has been already laid and on the promising appearance of the superstructure which is 

now beginning to arise above that foundation.   

 A superstructure which though small is yet suited to the occasion and adequate to our wants 

which so contrived as to grow with our growth and to strengthen with our strength which may 

be periodically increased enlarged and added to so as to keep pace with our gradual advance 

and be made commensurate with our progressive requirements.   

 And what if there should be in the operation of the Work some trivial imperfection discernible 

by prying & critical eyes they are not so built in to the foundation they are not so incorporated 

with the Work itself but that they may be removed or corrected occasionally without detracting 

from the Strength of the Building.   

 This infant Plan does not boast to have attained that degree of perfection which belongs only to 

or is the result of time observation and mature experience.   

 As the work rises into view, as it becomes manifest to the Eye and observable in its relations 

and proportions if there should be found anything faulty it may be amended if there should be 

found any thing [illegible] it may be rendered proportionate if there should be found any thing 

incongruous it may be rejected, if there should be found any thing superfluous, it may be 

retrenched. 

 I trust the day is not far distant when standing upon that elevation which our young but rising 

Colony shall then have attained we may survey with pleasure the prospect displayed before us 

and contemplate with satisfaction the healthful appearance of the vigorous offset from a 

mature though still vigorous stem.   

 Then may every Individual who has been instrumental no matter in how humble a degree in 

forming the infancy and cherishing the growth of the Settlement indulge in the gratification of 

pardonable and honorable pride that he has contributed to extend the dominion of his Mother 
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country to spread into the remotest districts her language her religion her laws her commerce 

and manufactures & civilisation and to acquire and secure by a comparatively bloodless and I 

hope I may say guiltless conquest a Territory which may be useful to himself and valuable to 

posterity.   

 In the Addresses which we have just had the satisfaction to hear our duties have been strongly 

and forcibly improved upon us.   

 It is a sacred trust which is now reposed in us to see to the just and equitable application of the 

Colonial Revenue and administered with a careful & right economy of the public money.   

 It is a duty devolved upon us by the situation which we have the honor to fulfil and impressed 

upon us in His Excellency’s Address - here then we cannot be actuated by either fear or favor - 

here we are not to yield to influence on the one hand, nor to clamour on the other but to 

proceed to the discharge of our duties zealously & fearlessly divesting our minds of every 

extrinsic influence but that of the responsibility devolved upon us and sure I am that every 

member of the Committee will discharge that duty to the extent of his abilities to the best of 

his judgment and to the satisfaction of his own conscience. 

In Committee 

 The Council having resolved itself into a Committee proceeded to take into consideration the Estimates 

that had been distributed. 

 1st  In discussing the Estimates of Ways and Means the following alterations were unanimously agreed 

to. 

1. In the sum of £314.0.0. as a Balance in the hands of the Collector of Revenue the sum of 

£64.0.0. was deducted from and reference made to the Collector of Revenue from which it 

appeared that the sum of £250.0.0. would be the extent of his Balance on the 31st instt. 

2. The Sum of £569.16.1. probable proceeds of License duties was reduced to £400.0.0. in 

consequence of a reference to the same Officer. 

3.  The sum of £200.0.0. to arise in cost for Spirits warehoused was reduced to £150.0.0. from a 

comparative review of the first Quarter of the year and the circumstances of the large amount 

of Spirits in private Bonded Stores affording just grounds for belief that no large Importation 

of Spirits could in consequence be imported. 

4.  The sum £25.0.0. to arise from Judicial Fines was increased to £200.0.0. from the fact of a 

very considerable sum arising from the sale of the property of the persons transported for the 

plundering of the Cumberland having already been realised exceeding the sum of £140.0.0. 

5. The sum of £750.0.0. to arise from the sale of Crown lands was reduced to £400.0.0. being 

fully as much as the Council conceived would be realised. 

6. In the sum of £450.0.0. to arise from the Sales of Old Building Stores is now reduced to 

£400.0.0. being likewise the full probable amount that would be realised. 

7.  The sum of £500.0.0. to arise from the recovery of debts was increased to £1,000.0.0. in 

consequence of its having been ascertained by reference to the Collector of Revenue that the 

latter sum would at least be realised as the Government Officers had nearly £400.0.0. to pay in 

and that the Collector had security for the payment of the remaining sum within the year. 
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8.   From the whole amount of the above Estimate, namely £6,455.14.5, the Committee concurred 

in deducting £1,799.0.0. leaving a Sum Total of £4,656.14.5. to be appropriated to the 

disbursements specified in the Estimate of Expenditure.  The Committee having ascertained 

that the sum in question was made up as follows, namely - 

 1st amount of Crown debts collected and forming part of Balance in the Colonial Chest

 £799.0.0 

 2nd amount of debts to be collected during the ensuing year   

 £1,000.0.0 

1,799.0.0. 

and that the institution of His Majesty's Government were to the effect that all Monies arising 

from this Source should not be appropriated to the benefit of the Colony until the discharge of 

certain advances charged to account of Army Extraordinaries and consequently conceived they 

were left no other alternative. 

 2ndly The Estimate of Expenditure.  In discussing this Estimate the undermentioned alterations were 

agreed to: 

1. The Sum of £50.0.0. for the Services of Schoolmaster at Guildford was not considered 

necessary, no such appointments being at present in existence, it was considered advisable to 

defer nominating a Person to the Office during the ensuing year, more particularly as there was 

no School House in existence. 

2. One Superintendent of Police was deemed sufficient so long as the resources at the disposal of 

the Government were inadequate to augment that useful body more generally. 

3. The Item for Office Furniture was reduced to £50.0.0. the Committee considering that the 

Funds would not admit of a greater sum—being thus appropriated at the present moment. 

4. The Sum of £500.0.0. for the [illegible] was considered inadequate to the essential Services 

required from that Department—The Committee being fully sensible of the great importance 

of extending to the utmost of the available resources operations of so highly useful a nature 

and have extended in consequence to £600.0.0. 

5. The sum of £560.0.0. to be expended in roads and bridges was increased to £600.0.0. being the 

Amount of Estimate sent in by the Commissioners, which the Committee regretted they could 

not further extend from the present available resources of the Colony. 

6. The sum of £200.0.0. connected with the Institution for the Native Tribes and occasional 

Donations to them was reduced to £150.0.0. being as much as could be afforded although not 

considered too highly estimated. 

7. Contingencies on the Collection of the Revenue were increased after reference to the Collector 

to the sum of £250.0.0. 

8. The sum of £200.0.0. in allowances to Jurymen etc was increased to £200.0.0. from a 

conviction that the Expenditure would even exceed this Amount. 

9. The difference between the two Estimates namely £30.14.5. was added to the Miscellaneous 

making up a Sum in the whole of £530.14.5. 

 The following Report was then drawn up and unanimously agreed to. 
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 To His Excellency Sir James Stirling etc etc etc and the Legislative Council of Western 

Australia. 

 Your Excellency and Gentlemen   

 We the Sub Committee appointed at a Meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 24th 

Instant for the purpose of taking into consideration the Estimates of the ways and means and 

Expenditure of the Colony of Western Australia for the Financial Year commencing lst April 

1835 which were presented to the Council by Your Excellency and referred to us for our 

consideration having carefully investigated the same & examined such Documents and 

Witnesses as we deemed necessary for their elucidation to present to Your Excellency and the 

Legislative Council the following Report from Proceeding therein together with the 

accompanying Estimates which we propose should be substituted for those which have been 

laid before us. 

 Fully sensible of the importance of the Trust reposed in us by His Majesty’s Government and 

bearing in mind the instructions conveyed in the Several Despatches of the Secretary of State 

and impressed upon us in Your Excellency’s Address we have felt it our duty to make such 

alterations in these Estimates as should now proportionately adjust the indispensable 

Expenditure for the Services of the Colony to the amount of its probable available Revenue for 

the year.  On a comparative view of these Documents it will be perceived that although they 

differ in the amount of several of their expected Items yet that they do not differ materially in 

their aggregate Amounts. 

In the Estimate of the Ways and Means this difference is the result of a scrupulous 

investigation and in the Estimate of Expenditures it has arisen from the necessity which 

appeared to the Committee of providing more adequately for some of the most urgent and 

indispensable Services by reducing the provision proposed for those which appear not to be of 

so important a nature. 

 In considering the Estimates of Ways and Means we have deemed it advisable in consequence 

of the Instructions received from His Majesty’s Government “that the Sum arising from the 

collection of Crown Debts should be appropriated to the discharge of certain advances to this 

Colony” to deduct from our Estimate the Sum of £1799.0.0. composed of the two following 

items viz £799.0.0 being part of the Balance in the Colonial Chests and £1000.0.0. being the 

Amount which we have reason to believe may be recovered in the ensuing year. 

 The principal Alterations contained in our Estimate of Expenditure relate to the reduction of 

three Superintendents of Police whose appointments we consider may be disposed with until 

the Colonial Fund shall admit of provision being made for a more genial augmentation of that 

Force.   

 This arrangement has enabled us to propose a more extended provision for two Branches of 

service of the highest importance to the Colony namely “Surveys and Exploration” of the 

Country and the “Construction of Roads and Bridges to” and we regret that the very limited 

extent of the finances of the Colony preclude the possibility of applying a larger sum to such 

useful and urgent purposes. 
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 In conclusion we beg to assure Your Excellency that in proposing the reduction of any Item in 

the Estimate which was submitted to our consideration we have felt ourselves compelled to 

adopt this course rather on the grounds of the inadequacy of our Revenue than on the 

supposition of any injudicious profusion in your Excellency’s proposed application of it. 

 The Committee having closed its sitting directed the Clerk to intimate the same to His Excellency in 

order that a day might be fixed for the Council to resume its sitting. 

______________________ 
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3 MARCH 1835 

Adjourned Meeting of the Legislative Council  

At an adjourned Meeting of the Legislative Council held at the Council Chambers Perth on the 3rd of March 

1835 

Present 

His Excellency Sir James Stirling Governor and Commander in Chief 

The Honble Richd Daniell Esqre Senior Officer of H.M. Land Forces 

The Honble Peter Brown Esquire Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable J.S. Roe Esquire Surveyor General 

The Honorable G.F. Moore Esqre Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Senior Member of the Committee presented to the Governor the Estimates and Report of the 

Committee which had been appointed to take into consideration the ways and means and 

Expenditures of the Colony for the Financial Year commencing the first of April which being 

read His Excellency proposed that the Council should meet again tomorrow when he would be 

prepared to submit the Estimates referred to drawn up in the shape of an Ordinance for the 

consideration and disposal of the Council 

______________________ 
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1 APRIL 1835 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 1st day of April 1835 

Present 

His Excellency Sir James Stirling Governor and Commander in Chief 

The Honble Richd Daniell Esqre Senior Officer of the Land Forces 

The Honorable Peter Brown Esqre Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable J.S. Roe Esqre Surveyor General 

The Honorable G.F. Moore Esqre Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

The Order of the day being read 

1. THE GOVERNOR presented the Draft of an Ordinance for the Appropriation of certain Sums arising 

from the Revenues receivable in Western Australia to the certain Services thereof and stated 

that after giving the fullest consideration to the Report of the Committee appointed to report 

upon the Estimates for the ensuing Year and after deriving from that Report all the Assistance 

and benefit which it was calculated to afford him in preparing for general Submission to the 

Colonial Legislature such amended Estimates as seem best suited to the probable exigencies of 

the Service — he now presented the Draft of an Ordinance which would be found to embody 

the suggestions of the Committee in the greater number of cases. 

 It was however to be observed that there were certain points on which he dissented from the 

conclusions at which the Committee had arrived.   

 The Reasons which had led His Excellency to prefer his own view of such cases to that taken by the 

Members of the Committee would be explained when the Bill shall have arrived at the proper 

stage in its progress, in the mean time he would now submit it to the consideration of the 

Council. 

 The Bill being read 

 THE GOVERNOR moved the suspension of the Standing Orders and proposed the second reading of 

the Bill 

 The Bill being read a Second Time 

 THE GOVERNOR proposed the Third reading of the Bill on the day after tomorrow on which  
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 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL moved as an Amendment that the first Item under the Head of Mounted 

Police should be reduced from £182.10.0. to £45.12.6. 

 Seconded by the Colonial Secretary. 

 THE GOVERNOR in consequence moved that the Council should resolve itself into a Committee to 

take the subject of the whole Bill into consideration 

 Seconded by the Surveyor General 

In Committee 

 The Council having resolved itself into a Committee 

 THE GOVERNOR explained that the course it would be necessary to take would be to read and dispose 

of each Item of the Bill in regular rotation. 

 The first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh items were then read and passed over without 

any observations. 

 The Eighth item was then read relative to the Establishment of the Mounted Police. 

 THE GOVERNOR said that - on this point as there was a difference of opinion he had to offer a few 

Remarks.- The Standing instructions which regulated the duties of the Superintendents of 

Districts and which are matters of notoriety explain most fully the routine of that Office was 

the general management control and protection of the natives and even at this early period His 

Excellency said the benefits derived were deemed considerable.   

 To leave this important object unprovided for would be to risk the renewal of those fearful outrages 

which had disrupted the Colony for a considerable Time — a state of things injurious alike to 

the properties of the white Inhabitants and involving the necessity of having recourse to 

extremities at which humanity shudders.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY was sensible that the Members of this Council would not refuse their concurrence 

in supporting an Institution likely to prevent these evils did the State of the Colonial Revenue 

admit of its maintenance   

 HIS EXCELLENCY admitted that the value of a thing was of little importance if its attainment was 

impossible and that it appeared impossible, to the Preliminary Committee that the 

establishment of the Mounted Police could be continued in the proposed scale if considered 

with inference to the Funds raised in the Colony.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY was also disposed to believe, on a view of the Report which the Committee have 

made on this point were His Excellency unrestricted and uncontrolled by instructions he would 

feel disposed to coincide with the Committee and reduce the Corps to a smaller scale not from 

any doubt of its value as he considers there is no Item connected with the Service or 

Expenditure of more consequence, but it was his duty to point out to the Legislative Council 

that His Majesty’s Government adopting the view which His Excellency maintains of the 

necessity of this Establishment have deprived His Excellency by his Instructions of the powers 

of reducing that Corps to an inefficient state.  The Colonial Legislature had been wisely 

endowed with the power of residing and controlling the Expenditure of Funds arising from the 

Imposition of Taxes on the People but it was consistent with his knowledge that it was the 

Intention of His Majesty’s Government in appropriating for the present the proceeds of the 
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Droits of the Crown that the maintenance of this Institution should become the earliest charge 

upon it.   

 He had therefore to express his fullest conviction that the proceeds of those Droits will not continue to 

be cognizable by the Local Legislature unless provision were made to secure proper protection 

to the Natives, to which they were entitled no less by Policy as well as by National Faith   

 After these observations His Excellency did not anticipate the objections which might be offered 

against the number of Superintendents whom he had proposed to maintain.  He considered it 

necessary to state that One Superintendent in the District as recommended would not only 

leave that large body of natives who have been led into habits of intimacy at King George’s 

Sound to the operations of chance, but it would also deprive him of securing Peace in the new 

districts and station about to be found at the Hotham as well as of making arrangements in the 

district of York for the early management of the Natives in that Quarter and to which it was his 

Intention to remove the Superintendents now residing at Guildford.   

 He believed he had stated distinctly that an efficient Establishment of this kind had been formed and 

without existing under positive instructions from the Secretary of State to that effect — 

although His Excellency was not desirous of curtailing the freedom of the Members of the 

Council in all matters of opinion it was still necessary for him to observe with reference to 

those Instructions that the Rule which they inculcated it was his duty to adhere to and therefore 

if his opinion in favour of the maintenance of this Corps that be found at variance with the 

Majority of the Council it would not be his intention to further the Colonial Fund beyond the 

extent the Council might recommend but he should look to other Sources for securing the 

objects pointed out in his Instructions. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL then rose and said -  In proposing an Amendment of this Clause he felt 

himself called upon to adopt this course as having been one of a Committee appointed to 

examine the ways and Means and Expenditure of this Colony and which Committee had after a 

long and anxious deliberation on the Subject carefully framed a Report founded upon an 

Estimate recommending among other things the reduction of this item and the maintenance of 

one Superintendent only.  He then read that part of the Report which alluded to this reduction 

and which stated that this course was adopted rather on Account of the inadequacy of the 

Revenue than from a supposition of any injudicious or profuse Expenditure in His 

Excellency’s proposed application of it.   

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL stated this in order to remove any impression that might be on the mind 

of the Governor that the Committee had idly or wantonly interfered on light grounds with any 

appointments proposed in the Governor’s Estimates which was laid before them. 

 The Committee had also been careful not to step beyond the limits which were assigned to them, they 

had borne in mind those words in the address of the Governor in which it was impressed upon 

them that it would be “their duty to form and state their opinion on the eligibility of 

maintaining or modifying any of the Offices proposed in the Estimates:  Upon this impression 

the Committee had acted and he believed that he would be borne out in saying that it was now 

for the first time notified to the Council that His Majesty’s Government in ceding to this 
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Colony certain Droits of the Crown had made it an express stipulation that the maintenance of 

a Body of Police should be the first charge upon such Revenue.   

 Here the Governor desired to explain.-  He (the Governor) had not said there was an express stipulation, 

but only that he had been aware that it was the intention of the Secretary of State that those 

Droits should be so applied. 

 That intention could be supposed to have reference generally to the establishment of a Police Force but 

he presumed that the extent to which that force should be maintained must be governed by the 

extent of the Means applicable to the support of that Force.   

 But as the Committee had not seen any instructions to that effect, which they were bound to obey and as 

they could not be aware of the private intentions of the Secretary of State they could not fairly 

be considered as having gone beyond their duty in recommending in this respect the 

proportionment of their expenditure to the extent of their means.   

 This was the course adopted by the Committee after a most careful investigation and painful 

deliberation and upon what grounds could the Members now swerve from that course.   

 Had any change occurred in circumstances in the mean time! — none — were their Funds increased!  

Not by a penny — Then they must necessarily continue to follow that course and to support in 

Council what they had prepared in Committee.   

 He therefore proposed as an Amendment to this Clause that instead of the words “and any sum or sums 

not exceeding £182.10.0. to defray the Salaries of the Office of four Superintendents of 

Mounted Police” the words should be inserted “and any sum or sums not exceeding £45.12.6. 

to defray the Salary of one Superintendent of Mounted Police”. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL rose to support the Amendment proposed by the Advocate General and 

stated that no doubt had been entertained or expressed as to the usefulness of the Mounted 

Police whose efficient services whenever called into requisition must be in the recollection of 

all present.   

 He should rejoice individually whenever the state of the Colonial Fund would admit of their 

augmentation being fully impressed with a sense of their value to our scattered community 

both as a protection in times of trouble and as the means of preserving that good understanding 

with the Natives which was essential to the prosperity and welfare of the Colony.   

 He could not however while thus acknowledging their Services see the Policy or necessity of 

maintaining that Body on a scale more extensive than the available Funds of the Colony would 

admit, if other Departments of the Public Service were to suffer in a proportionate degree.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY had acquainted the Council that the Corps was to be established and maintained 

by the Colony at the express command of H.M.’s Secretary of State, out of Funds the Droits of 

the Crown which had been conceded to the Colonists for that and other general purposes 

connected with its Civil Administration and institutions;- but the Surveyor General did not 

conceive it could be the Minister’s intention that any Branch of the Public Service should 

benefit by an undue proportion of that general Fund, while other services which the Committee 

had considered of paramount utility and general benefit to the Country at large would thereby 

be left without an adequate provision.   
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 He alluded to the prosecution of Surveys and Explorations of the Country and the construction of Roads 

and Bridges to which nothing had yet been laid on the Table to show were not equally 

commanded by the Secretary of State to be carried into effect.  Viewing therefore the Funds 

which, under the Head of Colonial Revenue, have been appropriated by the Home Government 

to the general Disbursements of the Civil Service as applicable alike to every species of 

Services directed to be carried into execution, and not otherwise provided for by Parliament, he 

felt bound to vote for the reduction now proposed especially as it admitted of the other useful 

branches of the Public Service already alluded to being thereby more amply provided for, and 

would otherwise prevent an occurrence, very little to be desired namely an excess of 

expenditure above the available Income amounting to several Hundred Pounds. 

Adjourned till tomorrow at one o’clock. 

______________________ 
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The Legislative Council resumed its sitting when THE GOVERNOR stated  

 That the Amendment which had been presented for his consideration in respect of the Police Corps 

appeared to be objectionable on the following Grounds  

1. In the first place he considers an Effective Establishment of the kind indispensable requisite for 

the mutual protection of the White and the Black Population against each others 

encroachments and viewing as [illegible] in the limitation of that Force to the scale proposed 

in the Amendment as insufficient for the purpose whether it be considered with reference to its 

extent or its composition, be assured that its inefficiency will entail upon the Colony more 

Colonists which might be avoided by the early adoption of a proper system of control and 

management of the Aboriginal Tribes. 

2. In the second place His Excellency had to state to the Council that pursuant to instructions 

from His Majesty’s Government conveyed in Despatches from which the Papers now laid on 

the Table are Extracts, the formation of this Corps upon an effective footing was enjoined on 

the local Government as an addition to the Civil Establishment of this Colony, to which is 

attached the greatest importance and that he has reason to believe the destruction of its 

efficiency by the proposed limitation which is tantamount to its abolition will be received by 

His Majesty’s Government as a departure from that line of Policy in respect of the Natives 

which it has not only pointed out, but furnished the means by which it may be at present 

maintained. 

3. In the third Place this alteration of the Ordinance as arising not from an expected deficiency of 

means but proceeding from an Idea that there are other Offices and Services of more 

importance that this to which these means may be more beneficially applied.  In this view I 

regret that I cannot concur — and being of opinion that insufficient reason has been alleged on 

the point in favour of the Amendment, I consider it objectionable — after this statement of my 

opinion it remains for me to remark that the refusal of my adoption of the proposed 

amendment would be attended with the greatest injury to the Services.  It would have the effect 

of extinguishing all those Offices whose existence depends on the Ordinance until reference 

could be made to England.  It was therefore on this Ground incumbent on him to adopt the 

amendment and he does so accordingly. 
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 The Committee then proceeded with the other Items. 

 The 9th and 10th Items were then read and agreed to.   

 The 11th Item was then read when The Advocate General proposed as an Amendment that the sum of 

£415.3.9. should be awarded for the maintenance of Seven Horses instead of the sum of £____ 

as specified in the Ordinance for the maintenance of Ten horses.   

 Seconded by THE SURVEYOR GENERAL and agreed to by THE GOVERNOR for the same reasons 

as above stated. 

 The 12th Item was then read when THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed as an amendment that the 

sum of £31.18.9. for the stabling of Seven Horses should be substituted for the sum of 

£45.15.0. specified in the Ordinance for the stabling of Ten horses.   

 Seconded by THE SURVEYOR GENERAL [whole paragraph illegible].   

 The 13th Item was then read when The Advocate General proposed as an amendment that the sum of 

£191.12.6. for the Rations of Seven Police Men should be substituted for the sum of £273.15.0. 

specified in the Ordinance — Seconded by the Surveyor General and agreed to by Governor 

for the same reasons as above. 

 The 14th Item being read The Advocate General proposed as an amendment that the sum of £31.18.9. 

should be substituted for £45.15.0. being the sum specified in the Ordinance for the lodging of 

Ten Men.   

 Seconded by the Surveyor General and agreed to. 

 The 15th and 16th Items were read and agreed to without a Division. 

 The 17th Item being read THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed as an Amendment that the Sum of 

£600.0.0. for Surveys should be substituted for the sum of £500.0.0. specified in the 

Ordinance-  Seconded by the Surveyor General and agreed to by the Governor, rather than that 

the Ordinance should be thrown out. 

 The 18th Item was then read when THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed as an Amendment that the 

sum of £600.0.0. for Roads, Bridges should be substituted for the sum of £560.0.0. specified in 

the Ordinance being in accordance with an Estimate on the Table from the Commissioners of 

Roads and Bridges and which had been made after a calculation on the lowest scale of 

Allowance for those services to which the money was to be applied.   

 Seconded by THE SURVEYOR GENERAL and agreed to by the Governor for the same Reasons. 

 The remaining Items were all severally read and agreed to without a Division. 

 THE GOVERNOR then informed the Council that as much Time and consideration had been given to 

the subject of the Estimates he would propose that the Bill should be read a third time and 

passed before the Meeting was adjourned in which case he would move the suspension of the 

Standing Orders.   

 Seconded by THE SURVEYOR GENERAL. 

 The Bill was then read a third Time and passed. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL rose and stated that as the Minutes of the proceedings of the Sub 

Committee appointed on the 24th Ultimo to take into consideration the Ways and Means & 

Expenditure of the Colony for the Financial year commencing lst April 1835 had not been 
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presented to the Governor he would move that they should now be presented and be 

considered the reasons which had actuated the Committee in the proceeding and which formed 

the groundwork of the alterations they had suggested in the Estimates they had proposed to 

substitute. 

 Seconded by THE ADVOCATE GENERAL. 

 THE GOVERNOR stated that he had not been furnished beforehand with any other reasons for the 

alterations suggested by the Preliminary Committee on his Estimate beyond those contained in 

the report submitted to Council on the 31st Ultimo, with the explanation he had no objected to 

the motion of the Surveyor General. 

Adjourned. 

Peter Brown. 

______________________ 
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